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script copy completed in 1850 by Herman Mann, and from contemporary 
newspapers and state documents. There are many discrepancies between 
the two editions and even between the heroine's signed statements, but 
every statement of fact down to the smallest detail has been carefully 
checked. The editor conclusively proves that the main incidents of the 
biography are authentic history, and as some of them in the past have 
been open to serious doubt he has by his demonstration performed a real 
service to students of the revolutionary period. 

The book makes a good appearance. It is printed on paper of excel- 
lent quality, with wide margins ; and it has a heavy paper cover. There 
are 191 pages, including the editor's preface and introduction in which 
he states the problems that have confronted him, a preface and an ap- 
pendix by the original editor, and a small index. Neither as a biog- 
raphy nor as a history can the book rank very high, but the editor has 
done his work so well that it will never have to be done again. 

EtTTH E. HODSDON 

Mexican war diary of George B. McClettan. Edited by William Starr 
Myers, Ph.D., assistant professor of history and politics, Princeton 
university. (Princeton: Princeton university press, London: 
Humphrey Milford, Oxford university press, 1917. 93 p. $1.00 
net) 
As a bit of first-hand evidence in favor of military preparedness this 
war diary is timely. It will likewise have a certain value for its self- 
revelation of the writer, later the general who was so captious toward 
associates and superiors, so beloved by his soldiers. One welcomes the 
brief, hasty, boyish, and at times uncharitable characterizations of our 
Mexican war generals, for they will serve as a necessary corrective to 
previous misconceptions. MeClellan was a severe critic of the American 
volunteer in the forties, and justly so. Our civilian recruits did not gain 
the favor of either friend or foe, and their officers were even less success- 
ful. MeClellan 's testimony concerning both volunteer soldier and officer 
is abundantly supported by the testimony of Grant and Meade, upon 
whom the editor has frequently drawn for information supplied in his 
footnotes. The description of campaigning on the border reads well in 
contrast with present conditions. Noting the frequency of hard drink- 
ing among the officers, one wonders if the demoralization of the volun- 
teer was not largely due to this cause. The diary gives an interesting 
picture of individual happenings in camp, on the march, and occasionally 
on the battle line, but there is no attempt to give the wider setting of 
campaigns. Obviously a boy of twenty could not give that, nor did he 
have good facilities for intimate sketches of the army leaders. But the 
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young lieutenant affords us interesting side lights on an important cam- 
paign, his editor supplements the text with valuable personal notes, and 
the publishers present the brochure in attractive form. 

I. J. C. 

Reminiscences. By William Fletcher King. (New York and Cincinnati : 
Abingdon press, 1916. 716 p. $2.50 net) 

Few men have been privileged to give greater service to the cause of 
higher education in Iowa than has the author of these reminiscences, who 
for forty-three years served as the president of Cornell college. Born in 
Ohio in 1830, he received his education in his native state, graduating 
from college just sixty years ago. He came to Iowa in 1862 as a teacher 
in Cornell college, founded nine years previously, and since that time he 
has devoted his entire life to the welfare of this institution ; to him more 
than to any other Cornell college stands as a monument. His career as 
a college president is not only distinguished by its great length, but also 
by the unusual fact that he has been the largest single contributor to the 
funds of the institution, having given $200,000 toward its endowment. 
And the interesting thing about this large contribution is the fact that 
it was all acquired by the author while president of the college, through 
fortunate real estate investments. To any one interested in the history 
of education in the Mississippi valley this book will prove both valuable 
and interesting. 

There are several chapters also which will prove of interest to the gen- 
eral student of American history. The author describes in some detail 
the frontier community in which he spent his boyhood and youth, the 
country school of the later thirties and early forties, the text books used, 
the country church and its influence in the community as a social and 
religious center. He tells how he was prepared for college, reciting 
Latin to his tutor, sitting on a log. His college course was interrupted 
by sickness, and he spent a year in the south in the fifties, where he 
taught in an academy in Tennessee. Here he had the opportunity of 
observing the operations of slavery, and of attending a slave auction. 
His civil war experiences also are well worth relating. The officers of 
Cornell college conceived the idea of raising a fund to assist returned 
union soldiers and their children to attain an education. In order to 
carry out this plan the author was sent to the Iowa regiments in Sher- 
man's army to present the matter to them and to obtain subscriptions. 
He reached the army at Savannah, and accompanied the troops in their 
march northward through the Carolinas. The scheme had the approval 
of the state officials, and met a hearty response from both the officers and 
men in the Iowa regiments ; and Mr. King succeeded in obtaining nearly 
$30,000 in subscriptions to the fund. This experience gave the author 



